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man's sonship, his conception of the kingdom, his miracles, and his teaching about 
immortality. Similarly traditional theological topics form the skeleton for a discussion 
of Paul's conversion, the spiritual condition of entrance into the new life, repentance, 
faith, and regeneration. Part III compares the Christian, the Jewish, the Greek, 
and the modern conceptions of personality. The author is familiar with modern 
writers, yet in the realm of religion he seems to be following the ways of the substance- 
psychology of earlier times instead of the modern functional conception. For him 
Christian experience appears to belong in a region by itself. While the experience 
of the ordinary man may be normally "acquired," that of the Christian apparently is 
"given." A "naturalistic system of scientific psychology" is thought to be inade- 
quate for dealing with "the influence of God upon the mind of man." The first 
century a.d. witnesses not only a profound modification of ideas about man, but 
"a transformation of human nature itself," so that the Christian idea of personality 
is distinctive in recognizing man's "most intimate relation with the Divine Spirit 
from whence he originated and under whose personal influence and power he alone 
reaches his consummation in Christ." This volume contains many things of interest, 
but it still leaves large areas in the psychology of New Testament religion wholly 
untouched. 

MnxiGAN, George. The New Testament Documents: Their Origin and Early 
History. (The Croall Lectures for 1911-12.) London: Macmillan, 1913. 
xx+322 pages. $3 . so. 

The book treats in light and popular fashion a number of interesting topics 
connected with the rise of the New Testament books. The first lecture, dealing with 
the original manuscripts, describes their outward form, the circumstances under 
which they were written, and the method by which they were delivered to their readers. 
Lecture II summarizes the results which a study of the non-literary papyri has con- 
tributed toward our understanding of the New Testament language. Lectures III 
and IV deal with the literary character of the New Testament writings. This is the 
least satisfactory part of the book, not only because it fails to discuss adequately 
the problem of the New Testament's relation to Hellenistic literary models of the day, 
as for example, the kinship between Paul's style and the diatribe of the Cynic-Stoic 
preachers, but also because of the halting position the author takes on questions of 
historical and literary criticism. Lecture V describes the manner under which the 
early Christian documents were circulated and preserved, while Lecture VI gives an 
account of their collection into a canon. Several valuable and interesting notes are 
appended, and twelve fine facsimilies illustrate important paleographical matters. 
Comprehensive indices complete the volume. 

Hayes, D. A. The Most Beautiful Book Ever Written. The Gospel Accord- 
ing to Luke. New York: Eaton & Mains, 1913. viii+183 pages. 
$0.75 net. 

The modern man is approaching the Bible from a new angle of vision. His 
desire to become acquainted with the results of historical investigation should be 
nourished. The student of the Bible equipped with the necessary information and 
ability to write popularly upon biblical questions has a special mission to the laymen 
of today. The value of such a popular treatise is naturally in direct proportion to the 
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fidelity and care with which dependable historical conclusions are presented. Employ- 
ing a Renan characterization of the Third Gospel as title, this booklet seeks to popu- 
larize Luke and his gospel. But the treatment is homiletical rather than historical. 
The reader notices the sermon atmosphere (see, for example, p. 33 or p. 130). We are 
too often in the realm of the conjectural and fanciful. The chronology requires 
revision. Much valuable information gleaned in recent years is lacking. It would 
do no harm to mention the source of the statistical information found on p. 94. In 
this age of the decline of classical study it is difficult to understand why the untutored 
person should be compelled to wrestle with a four-line Latin quotation. The study 
would gain much in value if the rhetorical emphasis were less prominent. 

Bill, Attgttst. Zur Erkldrung und Textkritik des 1. Bitches Tertuttians 
"Adversus Marcionem." (Texte und Untersuchungen zur Geschichte der 
altchristlichen Literatur, 38, 2.) Leipzig: Hinrichs, 1911. 112 pages. 
M. 3.50. 

It was the second-century apologists who first undertook a theoretical as dis- 
tinguished from a practical refutation of heretical teaching, but their polemic writings 
have for the most part disappeared. From Tertullian, however, himself an apologist, 
we have anti-heretical writings which well illustrate this tendency, and none do so 
better than the first book Against Marcion. For while in his second book Tertullian 
champions against Marcion the Old Testament representation of the Creator God, 
and there deals largely with the Old Testament, in the first he attacks on general 
grounds Marcion's idea of a second, good God. This book therefore constitutes the 
most developed reasoned statement on the doctrine of God that has come down to us 
from early centuries. It is further of especial value for the light it throws upon the 
date of Marcion (chap. 19) and upon his idea of revelation. With these ideas in mind 
Bill has produced a critical study of the book, discussing in order its introduction, 
its argument for monotheism, and its view of revelation and the divine attributes. 
Bill incidentally takes up Kroymann's theory of double recensions of Books i and ii, 
and concludes that it is without foundation. A collection of fragments from Marcion, 
gathered out of Book i, constitutes a useful appendix to the work. 

Diobouniotis und BeIs. Hippolyts Schrift iiber die Segnungen Jakobs. 
Hipployts Danielcommentar in Handschrift No. 573 des Meteoronklosters 
mit Vorwort von G. Nathanael Bonwetsch. Leipzig: Hinrichs, 191 1. 
60 pages. 

In 191 1 Constantine Diobouniotis of the University of Athens, who learned of 
the existence at the Meteora Convent in Northern Greece of a manuscript labeled 
"Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons, On the Blessings of Jacob," undertook to secure from the 
monks a copy of the opening lines of the document in the hope that it might prove 
to be some unknown work of Irenaeus. It proved instead to be a part of Hippolytus' 
work On the Blessings of Jacob previously known through a Georgian manuscript at 
Tiflis and published in a German translation by Bonwetsch. The Georgian transla- 
tion, however, was based upon an Armenian version and thus stood at two removes 
from the original Greek. Diobouniotis immediately proceeded to Meteora and copied 
the manuscript. At his suggestion Dr. N. BeIs, who had been responsible for the 
first mention of the manuscript, visited Meteora and made an independent copy. On 



